The Siberian or Asiatic ibex; ecology at extremes of its range
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The Siberian or Asiatic ibex Capra sibirica is an abundant species with a wide
distribution in Asia, extending from the Himalaya Mountains of India to the Sayan
Mountains of southern Siberia in Russia. From high elevations in the south to relatively
low elevations in the north, the Asiatic ibex’s habitat is characterized by remote and very
rugged terrain, although the extent to which human activity affects its populations varies
widely. The species shows allopatric distributional characteristics with a variety of
ecologically similar species in the region, including the markhor Capra falconeri, wild
goat Capra aegagrus, Himalayan tahr Hemitragus jemlahicus, and blue sheep Pseudois
nayaur. Throughout most of its range the Asiatic ibex constitutes a major prey species for
the endangered snow leopard Uncia uncia, and their respective population status may be
closely associated in some regions. We take two examples of ibex populations at sites
near the species’ southern and northern range extremes, to illustrate some of the variety
of its adaptations and ecological relationships.



